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Readings: Stuart Hall, “The West and the Rest: Discourse and Power”
It is critical to note that in this reading Stuart Hall argues that the West seems to have power over the rest of the world. The saying “the west and the rest” shows an issue of capitalism, which highlights the most essential concept in evaluation of power and authority from the West. There is this growing ideology that the West has more power and is, therefore, better than the rest of the world. Such a perception emanates from the thought that the west is civilized, and rational, but offers no inclination to them better as humans. The most significant influence in the world is technology and science, and a growing perception that they developed religion. The rest of the world, on the other hand, is perceived as underdeveloped, third world, irrational, uncivilized, criminal, poor, but exotic. Such a perception also enhances the notion that they are more of animals compared to the West. 
The principal point of comprehension from Hall’s article was to showcase on how the “West and the Rest” was developed historically and not geographically. Such emphasis came up from the reasoning that the early development, urbanization and industrialization experienced in the West. Hall also points out that the construction of western discourse, that is; the ‘West and the Rest’ continues to affect our ideologies on western superiority and non-western inferiority. The idea of ‘The West” allowed European observers to categorize different societies into different groupings. The dissociation provided a customary model of comparison and a certain standard on which other societies may be classified. The difference amongst other cultures and societies was how the accomplishments from the West’s were calculated. 
I agree with Stuart Hall’s argument. In today’s society there is a lot of social constructs. The idea of the west is a social construct and does not portray reality.  There is a lot of discourse. It is thought and believed that the west has a normal way of culture and religion. However, the comprehension makes any other way of thinking. other than theirs, is considered as deviant. Consequentially, such growing comprehension and understanding makes the world a really Eurocentric place. We see an example of this with Peter’s Map, a map used in today’s society. It’s a map that has the wrong shapes of countries but the right sizes. Capitalising on the mistake leads to cropping out of the map such that it is made to look as if Europe is the center of the world. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The people from the West also changed the mindset of other people, which is an illustration of how they abuse power. They tried to convert the indigenous people into Christianity, and some of their attempts were forceful. Most indigenous cultures were not patriarchal. Some even practising giving or passing down part of what they owned to their daughters, and in some cultures everyone kept their last names. The people of the West made it seem as if the males were better and females are worthless compared to them. The French culture believed that women are nothing. Overall, I agree with Stuart Hall’s argument. I believe today’s society does has cemented the ideology that everything that comes from the West institutes the right way of thinking, but anything that opposes such notions is wrong.  The notions and perceptions leads to a common understanding under the allegiance from the West, but also creates enemies from those that differ or dare oppose. 
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